The Flute Reed Partnership
Watershed Group
Out of a shared sense of responsibility for
the river and Lake Superior, a small group of
landowners came together in 2006 to form
the Flute Reed (Watershed) Partnership.
The group’s mission is to foster stewardship
within the community to maintain, restore
and enhance the watershed health of the
Flute Reed River.

Membership
Everyone is invited to join. Here’s your chance to
participate in “hands on” science, partake in ﬁeld trips,
guide our priorities and get to know your neighbors.
Annual dues are $10 per individual or household;
other gifts of $25, $50, $100 or more are greatly
appreciated and will be used for speciﬁc projects.
Dues cover a calendar year, January 1–December 31,
payable by July 1 each year. All contributions are tax
deductible.
Name

Examples of Partnership Activities
~ We sponsor local classes and
workshops to learn more about the
river and surrounding forest

Cook County Address

~ We provide outreach to fellow
property owners

Telephone

Projects include:
• Planting and protecting trees
• Roadside ditch diversions
• Revegetating bare, exposed banks
• Monitoring river water quality

To join, make donations, or for inquiries, contact:
Rick Schubert
P.O. Box 87, Hovland, MN 55606
Phone: (218) 475-2778

5 Reasons to Care About the
Flute Reed River
• It impacts Lake Superior and Chicago Bay
• It’s one of the best steelhead trout rivers on
the North Shore

Other (if prefer mail there)
City, State, Zip

Email

All member information will be kept conﬁdential.
Our membership list will never be sold, shared or
rented to others.

Fun Fact: Lake Superior is the largest
freshwater lake in the world by surface area,
and contains nearly 10% of all the Earth’s
fresh surface water.

Looking after the
Flute Reed River

• Its health or lack of health impacts
property values
• It supports wildlife and aquatic resources
• Its scenic beauty, not to mention the musical
sound it produces

http://lakesuperiorstreams.org/northshore/ﬂutereed.html
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Welcome to the Flute Reed River and Its Forested Watershed

Water in the Flute Reed River makes a relatively
short trip from the hills above Hovland,
Minnesota, to Lake Superior. Since the river is
mostly fed by precipitation falling within the

A note about river organisms: The ﬁsh in the
Flute Reed are generally adapted for cool water
streams. As vegetation in the watershed is removed,
especially near the river, water temperatures tend
to increase, which can make it harder for these
ﬁsh to survive.
By the shore of Gitche Gummee,
By the shining Big-Sea-Water.
HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW, 1855
“The Song of Hiawatha.”
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watershed, its ﬂow reﬂects seasonal weather
patterns. In spring, excellent steelhead runs
draw ﬁshermen to the rocky canyons. However,
during periods of drought, the river does not
reach Lake Superior at all. Some small ﬁsh and
other aquatic organisms manage to survive dry
periods in pools.

The Flute Reed ends in Lake Superior, the
shining Big-Sea-Water. While the Flute Reed
River is small by some measures, the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency listed it in their “Lake
Superior Basin Plan” as one of ten priority Lake
Superior watersheds.
This attention reﬂects the way the Flute Reed
inﬂuences the Lake Superior bay into which it
empties. During spring snowmelt or after heavy
rains, Chicago Bay can turn brown with sediment
and debris. In early summer, as the Flute Reed

and Lake Superior’s nearshore waters warm,
the rocks in the bay become covered with
slimy brown algae. Most of the lake’s species
live near shallow shores in places like Chicago
Bay, where they are more apt to contact
polluted runoﬀ.
In the early days of settlement, poor logging
practices in the Flute Reed Watershed
increased erosion, washing sediment into the
lake. These days it’s more like “we have met the
enemy and he is us.”*
What each of us does with the land in the
watershed may be small, but small changes—
a driveway here, a rooftop there, ﬁve pounds of
fertilizer, a leaky septic tank—add up quickly.
*Said by Pogo, a character created by newspaper
cartoonist Walt Kelly

Fun Fact: The Flute Reed River is
referenced in books written by the famed
wilderness author, Calvin Rutstrum,
who apparently traded a pistol for
40 acres along its banks.

Flute Reed Watershed at a Glance
Flute Reed River length: approx. 9.2 miles
Watershed area: 10,485 acres
Privately owned land: 75%
Privately owned land adjacent to river: 96%
Population: 140 landowners

Water in the Flute Reed River ﬂows from the hills above Hovland, Minnesota, to Lake Superior

